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Check for Available Rental Items

Chapter Two

CHECK FOR AVAILABLE RENTAL ITEMS

2.
1Purpose

Available Rental Items

             Enter Rental START Date:  █.......   

             Enter Rental END Date:

ANY CHANGE ?  ..
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TENTMAKER Operator Instructions

Checking for Available Rentals is the fastest way to see if you have the inventory 
to do a job.  The 'real' rental master records are checked against the working copy of the
reservation schedule.  Only items that are still available will be shown on the Available 
for Rental display.

You can check for specific items or you can check one or more complete assemblies to
be certain that all of the components for the Assembly are available.  Each component,  
it's condition,  and it's availability are displayed.

We designed the Availability display with sales people in mind.  They may not know 
how to assemble a particular tent.  All they want to know is: "Can I rent a 20X60 tent,  
or a 40X60 dance floor next weekend?"

2.
2Entering Availability Options

The starting and ending date displayed on the options screen must be the entire 
rental period.  If you are renting a tent for Saturday and Sunday,  but must have the tent
put up on Friday,  include Friday in the date range.  Also include any time needed for 
truck loading/unloading,  travel to/from the site,  etc.

When visiting this option for the first time,  the START and END fields will default
to the current computer date.  After having done one Availability lookup, the START and 
END fields default to the last dates entered.

Screen 2 of this series asks you to specify either Individual items or Assemblies 
only.  This is the distinction,  in the Rental Master file,  between items that DO or DO 
NOT update the Rental Schedule (see Chapter Fifteen for more discussion of field  29. 
Update Schedule (Y/N)  in a rental record).  Choosing Individual items would,  for 
example,  permit you to check availability of a pair of ENDS to build a tent.  To check 
availability of every part of a tent,  you should choose Assemblies only.
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Check for Available Rental Items

At the end of the scheduling process,  you have an opportunity to transfer all 
chosen items over to a new Estimate/Contract.

2.
3Selecting Items

You can narrow the availability display by selecting items by size,  by color, or by
ID number.  See the instructions in Chapter One,  "Asterisk (*) Searches" for more 
information on making item selections.

2.
4Printing the Display

You can create a printout of the information displayed on the Available for Rental 
screen.  At the  Y/N/Q/P  prompt,  press [P] to print.  The display will be stored in a 
file.  When you've completed your lookup,  you are shown a Printer Selections screen to 
send the information to a printer.

2.
5Checking Availability of an Individual Rental Item
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TENTMAKER Operator Instructions

Available Rental Items                       From:  12/13/1999  To:  01/13/2000

Size         Color  ID Number    Description                 Qty Cond   Charges
- - - - -  N O N - A S S E M B L Y  I T E M S  A V A I L A B L E  - - - - -
20X10 MID    W      AXM0022      VINYL EXPAND FRAME MIDDLE     2 GOOD     0 sch
20X20        B/W    AFT0038      CANVAS 1 PIECE                5 GOOD     0 sch
20X20        GN/W   AFT0023      VINYL 1 PIECE                 5 GOOD     0 sch
20X20        P/W    AFT0033      VINYL 1 PIECE                 1 GOOD     0 sch
20X20        R/W    AFT0013      VINYL 1 PIECE                10 FAIR     2 sch
20X20        R/W    AXE9999      VINYL EXPAND FRAME END        2 GOOD     0 sch
20X20        R/W/GN AFT0028      VINYL 1 PIECE                 2 GOOD     0 sch
20X20        W      AFT0030      VINYL 1 PIECE                 3 GOOD     0 sch
20X20        Y/W    AFT0034      VINYL 1 PIECE                 4 GOOD     0 sch
20X20 END    B/W    AXE0007      VINYL EXPAND FRAME END        3 GOOD     0 sch
20X20 END    B/W    AXE0004      20X20 END B/W                 1 NEW     270.00
20X20 END    B/Y    BPE0011      CANVAS PITCH END BRUNO       -1 SHORT    2 sch
20X20 END    F/W    AXE8000      VINYL FRAME EXPAND END        1 GOOD     0 sch
20X20 END    F/W    AXE0011      VINYL EXPAND FRAME END        1 GOOD     0 sch
20X20 END    F/W    AXE0100      VINYL EXPAND FRAME END        1 GOOD     0 sch
20X20 END    GN/W   AXE0027      VINYL EXPAND FRAME END        2 GOOD     1 sch
20X20 END    P/W    AXE0019      VINYL EXPAND FRAME END        1 GOOD     0 sch
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
20X
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Check for Available Rental Items

This screen is an example of an individual rental item availability check.  We 
entered  20X as the partial SIZE key.  The display shows the first seventeen of all 20X 
items that are available for rental.  The QTY column shows the number of the item 
available for rental throughout the chosen date range.  When more of an item has been 
scheduled than is present in inventory,  the QTY column becomes zero or a negative number 
and the word SHORT appears in the CONDITION column for the item.

When an item is available for rental (is not listed as SHORT),  the computer will 
attempt to calculate the charges for the individual rental items for the date range 
chosen.  This is why it is so important to include initial and add-on charges as part of 
the Rental Master file record for every item for which you charge.  These charges,  when 
possible to calculate,  will display in the CHARGES column of the above screen.  When 
charges cannot be calculated (or are zero),  the Charges column shows the number of the 
item already scheduled.

2.
1Procedure for Checking Availability of Individual Rental Items

1. From the Tentmaker Main Options menu,  select #1. Check for Available Rental 
Items.  Press [ENTER].

2. Enter a START DATE for the Availability period desired.  [ENTER] alone 
defaults to today's date,  or to the previous date entered. Watch your century
designations !!

3. Enter an END DATE for the period.  Again,  the default is today's date or the 
previous entry.

4. Respond to the ANY CHANGE ? prompt.

5. You are asked:

Which KIND of item do you want to see?
1. Individual items
2. ASSEMBLIES only

Type 1 (one) and press [ENTER].

6. You reach the prompt:

Enter [*] for Items with ALL SIZES/COLORS/IDS

EITHER:

7. Enter a partial SIZE search key.  Press [ENTER].

8. Enter a partial COLOR search key.  Press [ENTER].

9. Enter a partial ID Number search key.  Press [ENTER].
OR:

Press * to start paging through the Rental Items inventory.  You will 
see them 17 at a time.  Continue to press [ENTER] to see the next 17 
Items.  You may print any screen of interest to you.
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7. When finished reviewing individual Rental Items,  press [ESC] to stop.  You go
back to the Main Options menu.
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Check for Available Rental Items

2.
6Checking Availability of Assemblies and Components

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Available Rental Items                        From:  12/13/1999 To:  01/13/2000
                                                                              
    Size         Color  Rental ID #  Asmbly ID #  Description   Cond   Charges
- - - - - - - A S S E M B L Y   I T E M S   A V A I L A B L E  - - - - - - - -
1   .06X10       B/W    .06X10 MAR 5 .06X10 MARQU MARQUEE 6X10           18.00
2   .06X10       B/W    .PBK 1001    .06X10 MARQU 6X10 MARQUEE           18.00
3   .06X10       BK/W   .06X10 MAR 3 .06X10 MARQU MARQUEE 6X10           18.00
4   .06X10       BK/W   .PBK 1002    .06X10 MARQU 6X10 MARQUEE           18.00
5   .06X10       G/W    .06X10 MAR 6 .06X10 MARQU MARQUEE 6X10           18.00
6   .06X10       G/W    .PBK 1003    .06X10 MARQU 6X10 MARQUEE           18.00
7   .06X10       OW     .06X10 MAR 2 .06X10 MARQU MARQUEE 6X10           18.00
8   .06X10       P      .06X10 MAR 4 .06X10 MARQU MARQUEE 6X10           18.00
9   .06X10       P      .PBK 1004    .06X10 MARQU 6X10 MARQUEE           18.00
10   .06X10       W      .            .06X10 MARQU 6X10 MARQUEE            0.00
11   .06X10       W      .PBK 1005    .06X10 MARQU 6X10 MARQUEE           18.00
12   .06X10       Y/W    .06X10 CAN 1 .06X10 CANOPY               SHORT   18.00
13   .06X10       Y/W    .PBK 1006    .06X10 MARQU 6X10 MARQUEE           18.00
14   .06X10 MARQU P      .06X10 MARQU .06X10 MARQU 06X10 MARQUEE          18.00
15   .06X100      B/W    .PBK 1007    .06X100 MARQ 6X100 MARQUEE         180.00
16   .06X100      BK/W   .PBK 1008    .06X100 MARQ 6X100 MARQUEE         180.00
17   .06X100      G/W    .PBK 1009    .06X100 MARQ 6X100 MARQUEE         180.00
=== Selection-Max: 25 ======================================= Selected:  0 ===
                                                                              
    Pick line # to SELECT, [ENTER] for MORE MATCHES, [ESC] to STOP SEARCH  █_
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TENTMAKER Operator Instructions

If you select Assemblies only for an Availability Check,  you can choose multiple 
assemblies to investigate and may enter a quantity of each that you want to assemble.  You
may have up to 25 assemblies selected simultaneously for this purpose.  Every component to
build the items is checked against the working copy of the reservation schedule.  Items 
that are not available,  like the 6X10 CANOPY in the example above,  are indicated in the 
Cond column by the notation SHORT.

As you are paging through an Availability Check,  you may make selections and have 
them added to a LIST TO SCHEDULE.  You may select for scheduling up to 25 Assemblies from 
this Availability Check.  You may make changes of selections along the way,  and when 
scheduling fails for some reason you are informed and permitted to make more changes.  
When all finished checking,  selecting and scheduling,  you have the option to turn your 
selections into a new Estimate/Contract.

2.
1Procedure for Checking Availability of Assemblies and Components

1. From the Tentmaker Main Options menu,  select #1. Check for Available Rental 
Items.  Press [ENTER].

2. Enter a START DATE for the Availability period desired.  [ENTER] alone 
defaults to today's date (or the previous entry this session).  Pay attention 
to the century designations !!

3. Enter an END DATE for the period.  Again,  the default is today's date (or the
previous entry).

4. Respond to the ANY CHANGE ? prompt.

5. You are asked:

Which KIND of item do you want to see?
1. Individual items
2. ASSEMBLIES only

Type 2 and press [ENTER].

6. You reach the prompt:

Enter [*] for Assemblies with ALL SIZES/COLORS/IDS
[TAB] for List of selected Assemblies

Press [TAB] to review your list of selected Assemblies.  You can 
simultaneously check availability on up to 25 Assemblies.  At first,  of 
course,  there will be none.

Press * to start paging through the Assemblies inventory.  You will see them 
17 at a time.  Continue to press [ENTER] to see the next 17 Assemblies.  To 
select one,  type the number in the left column.  You will be asked how many 
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of that Assembly to try to schedule.

7. When finished selecting Assemblies to check,  press [ESC] twice to stop 
selecting.  You will see your list of Assemblies and the prompt:

[ENTER] to start SCHEDULING - - - or [ESC] to EXIT

When you press [ENTER] to start scheduling,  you will see confirmation of 
processing taking place.

8. When scheduling is finished,  you will have a table of Assemblies on your 
screen with columns headed SCHED and SHORT.  The number in the SCHED column 
tells how many parts were scheduled for that assembly.  The number in the 
SHORT column tells how many parts could NOT be scheduled.  You are sitting at 
the prompt:

Enter No. of Assembly to see ITEMS, '*' to see ALL ITEMS, [ESC] to Stop

Press * to see all items from all Assemblies listed on the screen shown 
earlier in this section.

Type the number of one Assembly to see its items listed.

9. Press [ESC] to stop the scheduling process.  You then can resume selecting 
Assemblies for further scheduling experiments.  Or,  you can press [ESC] one 
more time to EXIT scheduling.  When you do this,  you will see the prompt:

Do you want to create an estimate from these items?

Respond Yes and all the items chosen will be taken into the Add/Change 
Estimate/Conracts program.  You will be in the contract editor ready to fill 
out contract header information about the customer and proposed event.

Respond No and you exit to the Tentmaker Main Options menu.

10. When all finished experimenting,  [ESC] gets you back to the Main Options 
menu.
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